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                            “What is the Church?”  
 

           In the coming months, we will need to answer that very tricky 
    question on many different levels: the Christian Church, the ELCA, 
    our Pacifica Synod and here at King of Kings. 

 

The answer to that question will formulate our choices and actions towards the world and towards 
one another.  Paul speaks of the Church as the Body of Christ where Jesus is the head or director of the 
Body and we are the members. In his letters and throughout the Christian world we address one another 
as Brothers and Sisters in Christ. 

 

All of these images invoke a thought of family. In fact, many early Christians left their birth family to 
live in Christian Communities where they could form a new family based upon their common belief in 
Jesus and his Resurrection Power. Along with the image of family, we can also look at the Church as a 
club much like a fraternity, political party, lodge or social society. 

There is a vast difference however between a family and a club: 
• You cannot pick your family and no matter how hard you try, you are always a part of the family. Clubs 

can have written and/or unwritten rules for admission and dismissal. 
• Family stays family no matter how much you disagree. If a club argues, the majority can vote out the mi-

nority or the disgruntled can break away to begin their own chapter of the club with new rules. 
• Family takes care of you when you are in need and everyone contributes what they can. A club deter-

mines the membership fee, charges that amount to all the members and expels members who cannot pay 
their dues in favor of those who can “pay their share” to keep the organization alive. 

• Families expand because of acts of love like the birth of children, marriages and adoption. Baptism is our 
adoption into God’s family. Clubs recruit new members to help pay the bills. 

• Families are composed of many different types and temperaments of people all with different views who 
are bound together by love and a common heritage. Clubs, by their very nature, are homogeneous and 
composed of people who have gathered around a common interest or goal. 

 

So — is the Church (at any level) a family or a club? Is it expected that we will disagree in love or 
that we will all have to adopt a uniform view on everything including politics, social issues, money, etc. 

 

How we answer that question shapes our attitudes on Stewardship, Evangelism, Social Issues, Com-
munity Involvement and ultimately our view of God. Is God asking us to enter into a relationship with 
Him because He loves us or because He wants a bigger market share of the people? 

 

I personally believe in a God of love who sees us as a family. A family of different opinions, talents 
and means but a family none the less. Each person is bound to one another in love and grace but within 
that love we can disagree and have different attitudes. 

 

As we examine our Church’s finances, evangelism, long term goals, building program, evangelism, 
views on controversial issues, etc. we all need to make that choice — are we family or a club? How we 
answer those other questions begins with that first and primary question of “What is the Church?” 
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What do Shamu & Jesus have in common? 
Both are seen in places with long benches. So both would like to ask 
those who are able if they could please move towards the center of 
their bench. This is a great help to those who arrive late or those who 
must sit on the aisle for a reason. 

Christmas Musical for all ages – Dec 16th 8AM & 10:30 AM 
    All members of the congregation are invited to get involved in our Christmas  
Production this year.  We’re planning to have lots of music and fun, with parts 
for people of all ages, from little kids to adults (and lots of opportunities to  
participate behind the scenes too). 
 

Contact Elaine Aadland for more information or to volunteer. 

Veteran’s Day Observation – Sun. Nov. 11th 
On Sunday Nov. 11th we shall honor all of the veterans in our 
congregation.  We ask all Veterans or the family of a Veteran to 
bring a photograph of the Veteran in uniform to be displayed on 
a special table in the Narthex.  Pictures of those currently serv-
ing in the Armed Forces are also appropriate for this display. 

Before the worship service begins, we shall have a special 
Prayer of Thanksgiving for their service in the defense of our 
country, dedicate a new set of flags. And have the Choir lead us 
in singing “God Bless America”. 

Looking Ahead – Advent & Christmas events 
Please take a moment and reserve the following dates and  

times in your November & December Calendars: 
 

Sun. Dec. 2nd – Pizza Party and Christmas Tree setup – 11:45 AM 
 

Wed. Dec. 5th – Advent Worship – Noon & 7:00 PM 
                          Soup Supper - 6:00 PM 
 

Wed. Dec. 12th – Advent Worship – Noon & 7:00 PM 
                            Soup Supper - 6:00 PM 
 

Sun. Dec 16th – Christmas Musical – 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 
 

Wed. Dec. 19th – Advent Worship – Noon & 7:00 PM 
                            Soup Supper - 6:00 PM 
 

Mon. December 24th    7:00 PM & 9:00 PM– Christmas Eve Family Service 

Please note: there will be no Christmas Day worship service this year. 
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FALL STEWARDSHIP DRIVE BEGINS 

 
This year’s Stewardship Drive will kick off in October.  The format will be similar to 

last year and the key dates are listed below.  Our areas for emphasis this year are  
as follows: 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
The Stewardship Committee will be hosting 2 meetings to present our materials.   

The first will be a Brunch between Services on October 14 in the Fellowship Building.  

Then, the following week, October 21, a light lunch will be served after the Second 
Service.  In addition to a great meal, the program will be explained, Pledge Cards  

and Time and Talent Sheets will be distributed, and there will be time for questions, 
answers, discussion, and fellowship.  Please plan to attend one of these meetings. 

 
Finally, Commitment Sunday will be on November 11th.  We look forward to a  

meaningful—and fun—Stewardship Season. 

1) Financial commitment—We hope that everyone will be able to 

make a pledge for the coming year.  As the Council begins  
preparing the 2008 budget for Congregational approval, it’s 

important to have an accurate forecast of next year’s income.  
This is your opportunity to positively impact the budget. 
 

2) Time and Talent commitment—We’re updating the Time and 

Talent sheets based on your input.  The best way to serve your 
Church is to become involved.  There are lots of opportunities 

at King of Kings, so please prayerfully consider the Time and 
Talent Commitment Sheet.  It would be wonderful if everybody 

were to add just one more area of involvement. 
 

3) We hope that you’re able to commit to daily prayer and to  

continuing Christian education.  Take our weekly Prayer  
Request Sheet home and use it as a basis for prayer for the 

members of our Congregation.  And please remember that  
ongoing Christian Education should be a part of everyone’s life. 
 

4) Our Council has identified membership in small groups as an 

area to emphasize in 2008.  We hope that everyone will partici-
pate and join one or more of the small groups at King of Kings.  

We also hope to add several more groups in the coming year.  
If you have ideas for new groups, please speak to Pastor James 

or to a Council member. 
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Committee Chair:  Marti Hause 
Next Meeting:   Thursday, October 4th 

6:30 pm, Church Lounge 
  Meetings are ordinarily held the 1st Thursday  
            of each month in the Church Lounge 
 

Please email suggestions to: Marti3543@aol.com 

The Congregational Life committee is a group of  church 
members dedicated to nurturing the Body of Christ at King 

of Kings through intergenerational fellowship. 

                        
 

 

Thank you to Don Miller, Bill Monroe and  Don Gieschen for setting up shade structures and to Curt 
Spiller and all those who helped move the structures from the patio to the grass area before the picnic  
and back again afterwards.  Thank you to Mark Grebetz & Curt Spiller for your grilling expertise and to 
the Hovelns for loaning us their grill!  Finally, thank you to all those who stayed to help clean up. 

PUT YOUR SMILES ON 

Life Touch Church Directory Co. 
will be taking photos for the King of 

Kings Pictorial Directory on the  
following dates: 

 

              November 19, 20, 21 
               November 24, 25 (26 only if needed) 
You will get a free 8x10 and a directory if you 
get your picture taken.  The pictures that are  
ordered will be delivered at least a week before 
Christmas.  The directory will be printed in the 
spring of 2008. 
Sign up early to reserve an appointment which 
is convenient for your family.  Sign ups will be 
available on the website and in church soon. 
If you cannot be available on any of the dates 
above, contact the office.  We can arrange for 
you to have your photos taken at a nearby 
church that is also doing a Lifetouch directory. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWSSUNDAY SCHOOL NEWSSUNDAY SCHOOL NEWSSUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS                             Email:  LHaavig@cox.net 
Oct. 7th - Adv. Confirmation will meet 9:00 - 10:00 am.   

All other Sunday school classes are suspended (no class).  Please bring the family to 
World Communion Sunday 10:30 am Worship & lunch in Magee Park.    

Volunteers are needed to help supervise classes at all levels. 
Contact Pr. Jerpseth or Lisa Haavig if you are willing to serve God in this way. 
Church Office: 757-2525 Haavig Home: 757-7441  All volunteers working with 
children/youth at King of Kings must submit to fingerprinting and a background check. 

Sunday school hour: 9:15 - 10:15 am for ages 3.5 through adult 

 Ages 3.5 - 11 years: Kings Campus, main rooms - Rotational lessons for mixed age children focusing on 
bible stories in Drama, Art, Games, & Video. 

 6th - 8th Grades: Kings Kampus, 3rd door on the right - Confirmation preparation on a 3 year cycle 
(Old Testament, New Testament, Catechism).  Regular attendance is required to 
be confirmed in 8th grade. 

 9th - 12th Grades: Old Sanctuary, Youth Room - Topical bible study with music and video relevant to 
living as a Christian in the modern world. 

 Adult Class: Church Lounge - Video series on God’s EPIC tale of salvation.  1st Sunday of each 
month will include congregational information update. 

 Adv. Confirmation: Kings Campus, Map room - Fast track course prepares candidates 8th grade & up 
for confirmation.  Please contact Lisa Haavig to enroll. 
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CROP WALK King of Kings Walk Captains are needed for us to participate in either walk to stop hunger. 

 Vista        Sunday November 11  Contact:  Mary Ellen Jones (760) 757-2429; madajo10@sbcglobal.net 
 Carlsbad   Sunday, October 14     Contact:  We need someone to be a King of Kings Walk Captain. 

YOU can make a difference! 

          And Something To Do After Church… Low Cost Fun for the whole family! 
The Friends of Heritage Park’s HERITAGE PARK HALLOWEEN HI-JINKS 

Sunday, October 21, 2007 11am - 4pm 
Location: Heritage Park 220 Peyri Dr. (take El Camino Real Northeast, past Douglas Dr.) 

                                       

                                          I start this letter on a note of gratitude. You may remember 
the campaign from earlier this year that involved quarters and 

M&M Mini's canisters. This congregation has donated $100.25 to 
Feed My Starving Children. This will pay for 668 meals. The first 

total was $100, but that paid for 666.66667 meals, and there 
was just something about that number.  

 

      As we enter a new school year, I am reminded about a children's sermon I saw  

several years ago. The late, great Pastor Quentin Garman was preaching that day. He 
called all of the children up front, and showed them a jar, some big rocks and some rice. 

He asked the children if the rocks and rice could fit into the jar. There were opinions both 
ways. Pastor Garman poured the rice into the jar, and several of the rocks wouldn't fit. He 

emptied the jar, and then put all the rocks in first. He then poured all of the rice in. The 
message was very clear: take care of the big things first. The little things will fit in around 

the big things. As professed Christians, nothing should be bigger than Christ in our lives. 
 

      Someone asked me recently what I saw as the biggest problem to overcome in youth 

ministry. My answer? The advantages we have living in Southern California. In most of 
this country, the weather greatly limits activities from fall until spring. Here, we find the 

beach, the desert, and the mountains, all within easy driving distance. Sports can be 
played year round.  Fall baseball in Northwest Indiana would be interesting, to say the 

least. 
 

      I'm not condemning outside activities. I enjoyed my time as a Boy Scout, and as a 
Scout leader. A few years ago, much to my chagrin,  I found myself coaching a youth bas-

ketball team that only played on Sunday (I survived, and no, I don't think that winning the 
tournament at the end of the year was some sort of  divine “payback”, although it might 

be classified as a miracle.). I realize students are under a lot of pressure academically. I'm 
just saying, “Put Christ first”. As you participate in these activities, let your light shine. 
 

      I'd like to thank Mark Grebetz, Ruth Szabados, and Kevin Bockman for chaperoning on 

our trip to Six Flags Magic Mountain. I'd also like to thank my sons, Drew and Craig, for 

each bringing a friend along on the trip. Most of our events are not limited to people from 
our church. If you're enjoying an event, wouldn't your friends?  
 

      By the time this newsletter is published, we'll have a date for our October fellowship 

event (old school term- youth group meeting).  
 

Curt Spiller     
cybersan@earthlink.net 
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WOMEN’S MINISTRIES 

October, 2007 
 
Piecemakers:       Every Thursday from 9-12 
Board Meeting:   October 4th 
Coffee Hour:       Ruth Circle October 21st 
Brunch Bunch:     October 17th 9:30 at MiMi’s 
Bookies:               October 22nd 1 p.m. Church Lounge 
Circle Meetings:  Lydia, October 8th 1 p.m. 
                   Circle Leader, Virginia Cunha, tel. # 757-5789 
                            Ruth, October 8th 7 p.m. 
                            Circle Leader, Loretta Gerken, tel. # 476-3634 
                            Naomi, October 9th 9:30 a.m. 
                            Circle Leader, Gayle Mekelburg, tel. # 721-9344 
Crafters:             Thursday October 4th & 11th from 1:00 p.m. 
 
 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

Last month we studied the overall concept of the Beatitudes which were part of Christ’s Ser-
mon on the Mount.  We will undertake the study of some of these in depth this month, starting 
with Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit.  The key thing for us in studying these beatitudes is how 
they will help us in our discipleship.  Hope to see you at circle meeting.  
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

The Christmas Bazaar is being held on the 27th of this month.  All of the “booths” will be in full 
mode on that day.  We will have handmade crafts, antiques, white elephants and baked goods.  
For those of you who get weary and hungry, there will be a snack area with delicious home 
made soups and hot dogs.  In other words, we will have something for everyone.  All of you can 
have a part in this by donating items for sale, including soups and baked goods.  See Loretta 
Gerken or any member of the WELCA board for questions on how you may participate.  And 
most of all, we invite the entire congregation to come in that day, bring your friends and family 
and shop for yourself and holiday gifts.  Remember, the money made from this endeavor is 
given, in its entirety, to charitable organizations.  This is a fulfillment of our mission. 
 
WOMEN OF NOTE 

 

I start my story with a little boy, Josiah, who was made king of Jerusalem at the age of 8.   
His father and grandfather were not good role models for they instigated and perpetuated 
idolatry and abandoned the Lord.  In fact, they let foreign gods proliferate and also wor-
shipped them.  Both Josiah’s father and grandfather were murdered in their own palace be-
cause of this.  This placed Josiah, in spite of his age, upon the throne. 
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In this year of 621BC, Solomon’s temple was still standing, but it had fallen into disrepair and 
was little used.  Baal and Astarte were the popular gods of the land.   Josiah’s mother, Jedidah, 
apparently saw to it that “he did right in the sight of the Lord”, so, at the age of 18 when the 
Assyrians, Egyptians and other enemies were on the wane, he decided to restore the temple.  
During the reconstruction process, the high priest found a scroll which was the lost book of the 
law.  It contained laws about everything from food preparation to criminal reparation.  When 
the book was read to Josiah, he was appalled and distressed and immediately tore his clothing 
because he knew that they had sinned greatly.  He then dispatched his high priest to find some-
one who could interpret and authenticate this scroll for him. 
 
This is where our woman of note comes in.  They selected Huldah, a prophetess, to tell them 
what all this meant in the context of their sin.  Now, what I think is pretty remarkable is that 
during this time, Jeremiah and Zephaniah were both around and had been for the last 5 years 
preaching doom and death, yet, they chose Huldah.  Why?  One book I read stated that she was 
a scholar of ancient laws and also familiar with royal courts and their need for discretion.  That 
would be a good match.  So, here we have a woman more learned and discrete then her male 
counterparts and therefore sought out.  And she told them what they needed to know.  And I 
might add that she didn’t speak for herself, she spoke for God and preceded each statement of 
prophecy with “thus saith the Lord”.   What she had to say was not pleasant.  She foretold that 
Jerusalem would be destroyed but that the king would join his ancestors before this happened 
so that he would be spared this horrible event.  But she did also interpret the law. 
 
Huldah helped Josiah instigate great religious reform.  All the trappings of the foreign gods 
were gathered and burned and he destroyed everything that was profane.  This included those 
who served at the altars of the foreign shrines, the mediums, the wizards and priests.  And 2 
Kings 23:25 says, “Before him there was no king like him, who turned to the Lord with all his 
heart, with all his soul, and with all his might, according to all the law of Moses; nor did any like 
him arise after him.” 
 
Let’s give credit to the mother of Josiah and his prophetess in guiding him into being great in 
the sight of God and history.  Today, we have a saying that behind every great man is a woman’s 
influence somewhere.  This is a case in point.  Read the complete story in 2Kings Ch. 22. 
 
WOMEN’S WORDS 

 

In my research of Women of Note, I have come across so many wise sayings attributed to 
women that I feel they bear repeating.  The following quote is most appropriate in view of our 
Stewardship program. 
 
St. Marcella, a wealthy widow, 325-410 was quoted as “….preferring to store my money in the 
stomachs of the needy rather than hide it in my purse”.  (Ellsberg)  Amen to that. 

V o l u m e  X L V I I ,  N u m b e r  1 0  
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Please keep those deployed (listed below) and their families as well as all our military in your prayers. 

                                             MILITARY MINISTRY 

 
 

T h e  K i n g ’ s  H e r a l d  

Average Sunday Worship Attendance for August  
 

                 2007        2006                 2005 
   157                      143                  177 

    

    

Financial Figures for August 2007Financial Figures for August 2007Financial Figures for August 2007Financial Figures for August 2007 

 

INCOME: 
 

Budget 
 

 

 

 

Actual 
 

 
 

YTD Budget  
 

YTD Actual 

 $23,633  $29,024  $189,067  $172,510 

$  10,000 Cell Phone 

Fund Transfer 
                                

 

EXPENSES: 
 

Budget 
 

 
 

Actual  
 

YTD Budget  
 

YTD Actual 

 $27,478  $35,364  $219,824  $202,629 

 

Thank you for your generous gifts which make King of Kings’ mission and ministry possible! 

SPC Aaron D. Best 
(G. Vilmanyi’s grandson-in-law) 
4-73 Cav/4th BCT/82nd Airborne 
FOB Bremelle 
APO AE 09354 

CWO3 Jeffery Grasz, USMC 
3d MLG, CLR-35, 3d OMC 
Unit: 38428 
FPO AP 96604-8424 

PFC Justin Kent 
HHC 3 BST B S 6 
FOB Warhorse 
APO AE 09336 

                        PRAISE THE LORD!   Capt. Amy Mortensen  has returned home! 
 

Gloria Vilmanyi’s grandson-in-law, SPC Aaron Best was home from Afghanistan for 18 days 
leave to celebrate his children’s birthday in September (Gloria’s great grandchildren).   
Unfortunately, he has to go back.  God bless him and wish him a safe voyage. 

             
           We would like to thank Julia Huff and Lynn Hieb and 

company for setting up Open Joke Night on September 22nd.  
And thank you to Rusty and Karl Zeigler for providing the  

   refreshments.   
             Thank you to all who came out to tell a joke! 
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WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 
 

Sunday, October 7 at 10:30 am 

Outdoors at Magee Park in Carlsbad 
with a Picnic Lunch immediately following 

 
Guest Preacher, Bishop Vinton R. Anderson, 

Past President of World council of Churches 

 
Bring a Friend or Neighbor, lawn chairs and/or a blanket 

 
Join these worshipping congregations: 

 

King of Kings Lutheran Church 

First Presbyterian Church of Oceanside 
Walker Chapel African Methodist Episcopal Church 

North Coast United Methodist Church 

CARE NOTES…. 
 

 …helping us to take care and to give care. 
 

 New topics now available on the rack  

at the end of the kiosk by the main entrance 
include: 

 

“How faith can help when bad things happen” 
 

“Caring for yourself when you’re caring for 
someone ill” 

 

“Finding God in pain or illness” 
 

Pick up one of these or any of the other “Care 
Notes” for yourself or for a relative or friend. 

 

CAMPBELL’S SOUP LABELSCAMPBELL’S SOUP LABELSCAMPBELL’S SOUP LABELSCAMPBELL’S SOUP LABELS    
 

Fall is HERE.  It is soup time so please save your Campbell’s Soup  
Labels and Box Tops for Education.  Anna Durbin just sent in 360  
labels and $13.80 worth of box tops for education to the Rocky Point 
Indian School in Arizona. 

SOUP FOR THE BAZAAR 
 

Do you have a favorite soup you would like to share?   
Bring your soup in a crock pot to our annual Bazaar on October 27th.   

 
Please call Virginia at 757-5789 to get more information on how to contribute. 

LIFT EVERY VOICE 
Social Justice Workshop 
Saturday, October 20th 

9 AM—3 PM 
The Church of St. Thomas More 

1450 South Melrose Drive 
Oceanside 

 
Lunch and Childcare Provided 

 
RSVP Required 

 

Please contact Pastor James or  
the church office to register.   

 
A donation of $15 to help defray costs  

would be appreciated but is not required. 
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NUGGETS 
 

October 19th at Noon in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Jeff Crane, our Thrivent representative,  
will be available for questions. 

ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET 

 

The date of the Alternative Gift Market has 

been changed to Saturday, November 17th.  
The venue is San Marcos Community Center.  

Please mark your calendars and plan on  
being there.  This year’s event will be much 

bigger than last year, with music, perhaps 
food, as well as a diverse range of items to 

choose from  Several area churches are  
promoting and sponsoring the event and we 

are excited to be able to showcase the work 
of so many global artisans, and benefit  

directly those struggling to overcome  
poverty around the world. 

 

Elias Jon Lokken 
 

August 30th 

8 pounds, 12 ounces 

20 ½ inches 

BELATED CONGRATULATIONS 
 

To the Lindquist Family on the birth of Tren-

ton Daniel Lindquist,  
born July 26th in Minnesota 

 

and 
 

to Paul and Erin Wilcox of San Diego 

 on their wedding. 

 

Alois Sears passed away September 12th. 

 

REFLECTIONS:   
 
Galatians 6:7-9 
Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man 
reaps what he sows. The one who sows to please his 
sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; 
the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit 
will reap eternal life. Let us not become weary in 
doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a har-
vest if we do not give up.  
 

The Gardens of Life 
 

Our lives are like a garden… 
We all have seeds to sow… 

That grow into the way we live… 
As through our life, we stroll… 

 
We all have different seeds… 
In our gardens to be grown… 

We all should think very carefully… 
About the seeds that we have sown… 

 
As we walk along the path of life… 

There are seeds of anger, hate, and lies… 
And when these seeds are planted and grow… 

We condemn others and chastise… 
 

Then there are seeds of patience and truth… 
And understanding, caring and love… 
These are the seeds when planted… 

Please our Father above… 
 

As we walk along the path of life… 
There are choices to be made… 

And we will make the proper choice… 
If over our choices we have prayed… 

 
©Jeannie Nourse 
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