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        It’s hard for me to believe that just one year ago I began my Pastorate at King 
of Kings. Truly, the past year has been full of the many normal events at a Church – 
births, baptisms, confirmations, engagements, weddings, deaths and funerals. We 
had people join the Church and people leave.  Special offerings were taken for Lu-
theran World Relief and local families affected by the fires. All of these are part of 
the normal cycle of a faith-filled life. 
        But along the way, we have also done some extra-ordinary things: We have 
applied for a Conditional Use Permit to begin our building program, seen work begin 
on 2 cell phone sites, welcomed back Pastor Dave as our visitation Pastor, housed 
members who were fire evacuees, had our first  summer day camp, disagreed on 
sensitive topics but stayed together as a congregation, seen dramas that have in-
spired,  outfitted families from Solutions for Change and many, many more extraor-
dinary items. 
        Below all these flashy and easy to see items are the harder to see actions of 
faith that sustain our community: rides given, prayers offered, shoulders to cry on, 
relationships restored, grief shared, Bibles read, Brother Bennos meals served, … 
faith shown forth as actions in love. 
        As we look forward to the challenges and joys that 2008 will bring, we need to 
focus ourselves on both these activities. 

 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

Sunday, January 27th after the second service (11:45) 

 

 •   Reports by the Church Council, Ministry Teams & Organizations 
 •   Election of Church Council Members 
 •   Action on Proposed Budget 
 

Annual Reports will be available on Sunday, January 20th 
 

If you want a report included, please have it in the church office by January 11th 

If possible, submit the report by email to kngokngs@aol.com 
so that we can consolidate shorter reports in order to save paper 
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From the CouncilFrom the CouncilFrom the CouncilFrom the Council    
 

December 2007 Council Highlights 
 
Discussions were held on the following topics: 

The Church Giraffe 
 
     The Church Giraffe is always on the look out for things 
that would normally go unnoticed.  With his long neck and quiet 
nature, he often sees things that the rest of us miss. 
 

      The January Giraffe – goes to Donna Hartman for sewing 
the 4 advent banners. Every week they would show up in the  
office. These large flowing banners add a touch of color and 
accent to the traditional advent candles. Thanks Donna! 

• Annual Meeting Jan 27, 2008 & accompanying election of new council 
    Members 
 

• 2008 Proposed Budget 

• 2008 Time and Talent Surveys 

• Need for Finance Committee Chair & Financial Secretary along with 
ways to ease burden on Treasurer as he travels for business frequently 

• Ways to improve communication including cottage meetings, quarterly  

    leadership meetings and revision of “Focus Forward” document 

• Constitution update planned for spring 2008 

• AT&T Cell Tower Construction 

• Formation of a Building Committee 

• Youth event with Oceanside Churches on Jan. 5th 

• Need to create a list of action items at Council meeting with review by 
executive committee one week prior to council. 
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Hello, everyone and Happy New Year! This is the time of year that many people make 
resolutions, and unfortunately, many fail. As youth ministry coordinator, I'm going to do 
my best to help our young people resolve to know more about Christ in 2008. They say 
that if you can keep practicing a new behavior for three weeks, you can sustain it. Our 
January schedule will be very helpful for that. 
 
We start on Saturday, January 5. As I'm writing this article, our youth and the youth of  
First Presbyterian, Shiloh Church of God in Christ, Walker Chapel AME, and North Coast 
United Methodist are scheduled to meet @ First Presbyterian Church of Oceanside @ 
5:30. This event is planned so that our  youth can get to know each other, and help plan 
an event to reach the unchurched youth of Oceanside. More information will be sent out 
before you receive the newsletter. 
 
Third Wednesday will be January 16, @ 6:30.   On January 19, the youth will be hosting 
an event that will help our entire congregation shake out of the winter doldrums (and 
help our youth raise funds for the Western States Youth Gathering). We'll have a Chili 
Cook off/Karaoke Night. Watch the bulletins and your mailboxes for more info. 
 
We then let January slip into February 1 & 2, as we go to an overnight @ Faith Lutheran 
in Yucaipa. This a synod event for middle schoolers with the high school youth providing 
leadership. It starts with a spaghetti dinner @ 6 on Friday, and continues with worship, 
fellowship, music and fun until 12:30 Saturday. 
 
Remember, this is only the beginning. We'll keep you in shape the entire year. 
 
Happy birthday, John Grebetz (Jan. 13)! 
 
 
 
 

Curt Spiller       cybersan@earthlink.net 
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Committee Chair:  Marti Hause 
Next Meeting:   Thursday, January 3rd 

6:15 pm, Church Lounge 
Meetings are ordinarily held the 1st Thursday 
of each month in the Church Lounge 

Please email suggestions to: Marti3543@aol.com 

The Congregational Life committee is a group of  church members dedicated 
to nurturing the Body of Christ at King of Kings through intergenerational 

fellowship, promoting the sharing of faith across generations. 

Sat., March 9, 2008 
Irvine Concordia College  
Bell  Choir Performance at 

King of Kings. 
Congregational Life will sponsor a  
Potluck Dinner at 5:30 pm, before the per-

The Congregational Life Committee is seeking additional members and a new 
chairperson (rotating this responsibility helps keep us vibrant and active).   

If you are willing to share some of your valuable time and talent helping to 
nourish the Body of Christ through intergenerational fellowship, please contact 
the committee.  Committee meeting time and location can be adjusted to suit 
those wanting to participate. 

Thank you to all those who participated in Thank you to all those who participated in Thank you to all those who participated in Thank you to all those who participated in 
our adoptour adoptour adoptour adopt----aaaa----family program this year.  family program this year.  family program this year.  family program this year.  

Four families and several children at Solu-Four families and several children at Solu-Four families and several children at Solu-Four families and several children at Solu-
tions for Change benefited from your gener-tions for Change benefited from your gener-tions for Change benefited from your gener-tions for Change benefited from your gener-
osity and willingness to share osity and willingness to share osity and willingness to share osity and willingness to share 
Christ’s love in tangible form Christ’s love in tangible form Christ’s love in tangible form Christ’s love in tangible form 

this Christmas.this Christmas.this Christmas.this Christmas.    

More Events to Come …  
Jan/Feb.......................... Tables of 8 
March 2(tentatively).......... Bowling 
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SAFEGUARDING GOD’S CHILDREN 
Sunday, Jan. 13, 2008 Church Lounge 1:30 - 4:30 pm 
This protection of minors class will train and empower you to defend 

our children against child predators.  This class is for all adults working with 
children and youth at King of Kings.  Youth working with children may attend 
with a parent.  Parents are welcome to attend.   
Please sign up after worship or by contacting the Sunday school superinten-

dent, Lisa Haavig at 760-757-7441 or LHaavig@cox.net. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWSSUNDAY SCHOOL NEWSSUNDAY SCHOOL NEWSSUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS             
Contact the Sunday School Superintendent, Lisa Haavig:   
Home phone: 760-757-7441; Email:  LHaavig@cox.net 
All volunteers working with children/youth at King of Kings must submit to fingerprinting and a background check. 

Please arrive between 9 - 9:15 am for class. 

Regular classes resume Sunday, January 6th, 2008 
All Sunday School Classes 9:15 am - 10:15 am 

ALL are welcome, ages 3.5 through adult 
 Ages 3.5 - 11 years: Kings Campus, main rooms - Rotational lessons for mixed age children focus-

ing on bible stories in Drama, Art, Games, & Video. 
January lessons:  Christmas Angels &  

 6th - 8th Grades: Kings Kampus, 3rd door on the right - Confirmation preparation on a 3 year cy-
cle (Old Testament, New Testament, Catechism).  Regular attendance is re-
quired to be confirmed in 8th grade. 

 9th - 12th Grades: Old Sanctuary, Youth Room - Topical bible study with music and video relevant 
to living as a Christian in the modern world. 

 Adult Class: Church Lounge - Video series on God’s EPIC tale of salvation.  1st Sunday of 
each month will include congregational information update. 

 Adv. Confirmation: 8th grade & up Confirmation preparation.  Please contact Lisa Haavig to enroll. 

There will be no Sunday school classes on 
 12/23/2007 CHRISTMAS BREAK 
 12/30/2007 NEW YEARS BREAK 
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 WOMEN’S MINISTRIES 

January, 2008 
 
 

Piecemakers: Every Thursday from 9 - 12 
Board Meeting: January 3rd 
Coffee Hour: Naomi, January 20th 
Brunch Bunch: January 16th 9:30 at MiMi’s 
Bookies:  January 28th 1 p.m., Church Lounge 
Circle’s Meet: Lydia, January 14th 1 p.m. 
   Circle Leader, Virginia Cunha, tel. # 757-5789 
   Ruth, January 14th 7 p.m. 
   Circle Leader, Anna Durbin, tel # 433-0284 
   Naomi. January 15th 9:30 a.m. 
   Circle Leader, Gayle Mekelburg, tel. # 721-9344 
 
A new year is upon us.  Do you make resolutions?  I’ve a suggestion for all of the women of the 
congregation.  My suggestion is that we all attend a Circle meeting or start a Circle for a specific 
group such as young mothers.  A circle is more than cake, coffee and chattering.  It is Bible 
Study, deeds,  friendship and support.  Try one, you’ll like it.  If not, form one, we’ll like it. 
 
BIBLE STUDY 

 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled”.  Righteous can 
mean free from guilt or sin, or modify it with self-righteous and it can mean narrow-mindedly mor-
alistic.  What do we hunger for.  Our study will delve into this.  Join us at circle this month and 
help divine the answer. 
 

NEWSWORTHY ITEMS 

 
January is our planning month so if you have any ideas for projects, programs or events talk with 
Lois Pirlot who is in charge of these things.  
 
With the combination of money made at the bazaar and matching funds from Thrivent, we were 
able to distribute $3400.00 to charities both local and church wide.  
 
The Christmas luncheon was a well attended lovely event.  The program focused on devotions that 
accompany tasks during the Christmas season preparation and celebration.   Task driven devotions 
are a fun way to meditate.  Be sure and plan for this years luncheon.  It is always on the first Sat-
urday in December so put it on your calendar, that way you can’t overbook. 
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WOMEN OF NOTE (….continued) 
 
Our last newsletter left Mary in a stable having just given birth to Jesus.  We now pick up eight 
days later where Mary sets an example for all mothers.  We bring our children for baptism 
promptly to assure that they are received as a child of God and here is Mary bringing Jesus for 
his ceremonial reception with God in the rite of circumcision.   The eighth day  was so sacrosanct 
that the Jews would even break the Sabbath if the eighth day fell on it.   
 
It was here at the Temple that Simeon took the child in his arms, praised God with a beautiful 
saying that is part of our liturgy, (the Nunc Dimittis) blessed him and uttered those ominous 
words to Mary, “As for you, a sword will pierce your soul…”  Whatever did he mean by that?  He 
was revealing to her the sorrows that she would have throughout Jesus’ ministry.  Perhaps that is 
why she is known as Our Lady of Sorrows. 
 
One sorrow she had was when they had to flee to Egypt to save their son’s life.  Herod wanted to 
kill all the little boy babies.  She had to be very determined and strong to take that trip with a 
little baby, away from family and friends. 
 
And when Jesus was 12, they lost track of him in a caravan.  Panic reigned until they located him 
at the Temple.  When Mary said “…your father and I have been looking for you.”  His response was 
to very gently inform Mary that he was in His Father’s house.  He took the name father from Jo-
seph and gave it to God.  While the Bible says they didn’t understand, our hindsight shows this as 
the beginning of the break with his earthly parents.  Another sword piercing her heart. 
 
Jesus’ public ministry was full of sword thrusts for Mary as he became independent of her au-
thority and motherly responsibilities.  This certainly was illustrated at the wedding in Cana when 
Jesus replied to her comment that they had no more wine.  He said “woman (not mother) why do 
you involve me?”  A sword of realization that he would be doing things in in own way and time.  
However, as you recall, he did solve that little problem. 
 
When Jesus’ mother and brothers came looking for him he said, “Who are my mother and my 
brothers?”   Another mild rebuke denying kinship of earthly family over the family of those who 
do God’s will.  All Mary wanted was to be sure that her son didn’t become exhausted and to pro-
tect him from the mobs.  Another sword. 
 
Then the worst sword of all when she stood, silently grieving, beneath the cross upon which He 
was crucified as a criminal.  Barclay said, “the eternal love of motherhood is in Mary at the cross.” 
 
So, this completes our sketch of Mary, humble, godly, strong and faithful.  Is it any wonder that 
God chose her to be blessed among all women?  I think not. 
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Please keep those deployed (listed below) and their families as well as all our military in your prayers. 

                                             MILITARY MINISTRY 

 

Capt. David Cochran  
(Kimberly Davis’ brother) 
Q-West 
116th En Co 
APT AE 09351 

T h e  K i n g ’ s  H e r a l d  

Average Sunday Worship Attendance for November 
 
 

                 2007        2006                 2005                             
                                     

                           175                     188                   176 

    
    

Financial Figures for November 2007Financial Figures for November 2007Financial Figures for November 2007Financial Figures for November 2007 
 

INCOME: 
 

Budget 
 

 

 

 

Actual 
 

 
 

YTD Budget  
 

YTD Actual 

 $23,507  $24,800  $258,579           $ 252,819 

Plus  $  20,000  

Cell Phone Fund Transfer 

                                

 

EXPENSES: 
 

Budget 
 

 
 

Actual  
 

YTD Budget  
 

YTD Actual 

 $27,430  $28,521  $301,732  $278,999 

 

Thank you for your generous gifts which make King of Kings’ mission and ministry possible! 

SPC Aaron D. Best 
(G. Vilmanyi’s grandson-in-law) 
4-73 Cav/4th BCT/82nd Airborne 
FOB Bremelle 
APO AE 09354 

CWO3 Jeffery Grasz, USMC 
3d MLG, CLR-35, 3d OMC 
Unit: 38428 
FPO AP 96604-8424 

PFC Justin Kent 
HHC 3 BST B S 6 
FOB Warhorse 
APO AE 09336 

HMC Chris Thorne 
413th Civil Affairs Battalion 
CMA Surgeon Cell 
APO AE 09354 
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“FRIENDLY VISITORS” 

are warm hearted members who visit home bound seniors 
once a month for listening, conversation and support.  If 
you would like to be part of this program, which means a 
one year commitment, contact Pastor Dave or Kay Kupka at 
722-3024. 
 

Orientation  and preparation for this special  
ministry group is Saturday, January 12, 2008  
from 10 am to 12 noon in the Church lounge. 

 
A LESSON FROM A RETIRED PASTOR 

(from the August edition of The Fishwrapper) 
 

 Many years ago, a Church in Atlanta was honoring one of its senior pastors who had been 
retired many years. 
 He was 92 at that time and I wondered why the Church even bothered to ask the old gen-
tleman to preach at that age.  After a warm welcome, the speaker was introduced.  As the ap-
plause quieted down he rose from his high back chair and walked slowly, with great effort and a 
sliding gait to the podium.  Without a note or written paper of any kind, he placed both hands on 
the pulpit to steady himself and then quietly and slowly he began to speak….. 
 “When I was asked to come here today and talk to you, your pastor asked me to tell you 
what was the greatest lesson ever learned in my 50 odd years of preaching.  I thought about it 
for a few days and boiled it down to just one thing that made the most difference in my life and 
sustained me through all my trials.  The one thing that I could always rely on when tears and heart 
break and pain and fear and sorrow paralyzed me...the only thing that would comfort was this 
verse…… 
 “Jesus loves me this I know. 
 For the Bible tells me so. 
 Little ones to him belong, we are weak but he is strong…. 
 Yes, Jesus loves me…. 
 The Bible tells me so.” 
 
 When he finished, the church was quiet.  You actually could hear his foot steps as he shuf-
fled back to his chair.  I don’t believe I will ever forget it. 
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Thoughts of a  
            Church Mouse 
 

I  have been thinking a lot about Mary  

and Angels and God’s plan 
 
 What a shock! Mary must have been 
certain  what the angel had told her was 
impossible!  "How can this be?!" she asks. 
The angel, Gabriel patiently explains and 
Mary's response becomes an example of 
faith for the rest of time!  "May it be to 
me as you have said." 
 How often do we question God's plan 
for us?  Surely there is someone more 
qualified, better trained, less busy, more 
appropriate for the task. YOU want ME to 
DO WHAT?!  How can this be?  ME?!   
 But God does have plans for you and 
for me.  He knows exactly what we are ca-
pable of --  He made us!  How can we limit 
His choices?  If we have faith enough to 
trust His plan -- we can echo Mary's re-
sponse to the angel.  OH LORD, MAKE IT 
SO! 
 
I have been thinking a lot about Mary and 
Angels and God’s plan for me.  Oh Lord, 
forgive us when we fail to trust your plan 
for our lives.  Enable us to risk faithful-
ness and say "Amen" to your will.  Make it 
so, Lord -- Make it so! 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

On the birth of Virginia Cunha’s great 
 granddaughter, Saffron Elizabeth Tarut, 

born December 1, 2007 

REFLECTIONS….Happy New Year!! 
 

 
The old year has flown swiftly past… 

And now a new year has begun… 
It is time to reflect upon our lives… 

What we have said and done… 
 

We know that time stands still for no one… 
Whether pauper or a king… 

Life keeps moving right along… 
As if it sprouted wings… 

 
Time is surely a treasure in life… 

And we only have so much… 
Until the day God calls us home… 

And we will bask in his loving touch… 
 

Till then life is about love and friendship… 
As we live from day to day… 

Each little moment we are here on earth… 
We must live our lives for that day… 

 
So as we take time to reflect on the past 
And look at special things we’ve done… 

I pray everything in this New Year 
Brings you good memories for years to come. 

 
As Father Time marches the old year out… 

And we ring the new one in… 
I wish you an abundance of love and blessings… 

As this New Year we begin… 
 
©Jeannie Nourse/Dec-07 

Leviticus 26:9-11 
" I will look on you with favor and make you 
fruitful and increase your numbers, and I will 
keep my covenant with you. You will still be 
eating last year's harvest when you will have 
to move it out to make room for the new. I 
will put my dwelling place among you, and I 
will not abhor you.” 
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Every Sunday MorningEvery Sunday MorningEvery Sunday MorningEvery Sunday Morning    
Worship Services at 8:00 & 10:30 amWorship Services at 8:00 & 10:30 amWorship Services at 8:00 & 10:30 amWorship Services at 8:00 & 10:30 am    

Adult Class and Sunday School at 9:15 amAdult Class and Sunday School at 9:15 amAdult Class and Sunday School at 9:15 amAdult Class and Sunday School at 9:15 am    
    

 

2993 MacDonald Street 
Oceanside, CA 92054 

Phone:760-757-2525 
Fax: 760-757-8065 
E-mail: Kngokngs@aol.com 
The Welcome Place 

Address Service Requested 
Return Service Requested 

Rev. James Jerpseth…………………Pastor  Curt Spiller………..Youth Ministry Coordinator 

Rev. Dave Kupka………...Visitation Pastor  Suzi Mastin…………...Administrative Assistant 

Don Miller……………………….President  Lynn Hieb………………………Music Director 

Bill Harding………………..Vice-President  Arvis Hiniker…………………………..Organist 

Mary Ellen Jones………………..Secretary  Deena Chamberlin……………………..Organist 

Steve Hoveln……………………Treasurer  Nancy Whitlock………………………….Sexton 

Donna Miller…………Financial Secretary  Melody Grasz,  Whit Aadland …..  Nursery Care 

K I N G  O F  K I N G ' S  

L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  


